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We received the good news in 
September that St Joseph�s has 
been awarded the International 
School Award for all the work that 
we have done in regard developing 
our international links with other 
schools in Europe and the wider 
world.

The British Council offers the 
International School�s Award (ISA) 
as an accreditation framework for 
schools that develop their 
international work and embed it 
into the curriculum and whole 
school ethos.

We value and encourage language 
teaching in our school, with all 
children in Key Stage 1 and 2 
receiving weekly Spanish lessons.  
Our staff not only develop this 
international work in school, but 
beyond the school too, with many 
of them travelling to and visiting 
other countries to develop their 
own skills by seeing how other 
schools operate, as well as sharing 
the good practice from St 
Joseph�s.

St. Joseph�s Primary School Crumlin are 
now one of the few organisations in 
Northern Ireland to hold the standard of:

The Gold Standard is the highest 
standard achievable through the 
�Investors In People� mark. 

We are all very proud of achieving this 
standard.

The assessment found St. Joseph�s 
Primary and Nursery School �Exemplary� 
in:
� Strategic Planning
� Leadership and Management
� Communications and Culture
� Teamwork and Collaboration
� Commitment to Continuous 

Improvement

�Investing in our People� and being 
exemplary in all of the areas above, 
ensures St. Joseph�s has a highly skilled 
staff who are committed to working for 
the highest possible standards of 
education for all the children in our care. 



The Little Snowman

Once upon a time, in 1962, there was a snowman. He lived in the 
North Pole. He lived near Santa�s toy shop. He told Santa 

messages about the weather in the North Pole. Sometimes there 
were icebergs and sometimes it was alright.  Santa would use his 

magic and blast the bad weather away! The Snowman helped 
Santa to deliver his presents and sometimes they had snowball 

fights!
The End

A short Christmas story by Aodhan Morgan, 
Year 3 Mrs Wray�s class

On the 5th December year 6 did an Advent prayer service. It was 
about Christmas and how people forget the real reason of 
Christmas.  They usually get caught up in shopping, presents 
and making dinner. In our prayer service people presented the 
Advent candles and put them on the wreath. It reminded us 
about the real meaning of Christmas and how to prepare for 
Christmas. At the end everyone took time to say a prayer.

By Elisha McNama



This Christmas the choir has been extra busy singing all over the place!  
We have performed in Castle Mall, Antrim Forum and Tesco in Crumlin, 
Lakeview Nursing Home and the International Airport!!  On every 
occasion, members of the public came up to congratulate the children on 
their beautiful singing and exemplary behaviour. Well done to each and 
every choir member for all your hard work!



A Home of our Own

Year 3 were proud to present their Christmas musical of 
A Home of our Own

One day two little mice, Marmaduke and Millicent decide that they must 
find a home of their own.  They were not baby mice anymore, they were 
fully grown.  After saying goodbye to their mother and father, 
Marmaduke and Millicient set off on their journey.  Along the way they 
find various homes, but it just doesn�t feel right and so they keep moving 
on.  At the end of their journey, they find an old barn which they end up 
sharing with Mary and Joseph.

We hope you enjoyed our Christmas Play. 

Year 1 Prayer 
Service

On the 14th of October Primary 
One held their Prayer Service. The 
theme of the service was 
�Welcome�. The children painted 
beautiful portraits of themselves 
to decorate the hall and altar. 
Miss Mc Auley read the children a
special story about Two Little 
Dickie-birds. The children sang
songs about Starting School and 
recited their prayers. It was a 
beautiful occasion. 

Year 2 Prayer Service

Year 2�s had their 
Prayer service on 
Friday 2nd December. 
Our theme was �They Care for 
Us�.  The children painted 
beautiful pictures and wrote 
stories about people who care for 
them. Father Brendan welcomed 
all the people who attended and 
the children really enjoyed singing 
and reciting their poems and 
joining in with the story of �The 
Owl Babies�.  



On Monday the 5th of December Year 6 
put on a fantastic Advent Prayer 
service. It was truly enjoyable. They 
sang� Oh Come All Ye Faithful� and 
�Comfort my People�. Year 6 were 
helped by their amazing teachers Mr 
Brunton, Mr McCarthy, Miss Dineen and 
of course Miss McDonnell. 

We had lots of readings and children 
presented all of the Advent candles. 
We had 4 children from each class to 
read. In my class, which is Mr Brunton�s 
class, Sam McGann, Eirinn McAleese, 
Conor Jones, Anna McCleary, Michael 
Morgan and Brandon Magee did a 
reading and they were loud, clear and 
you could understand them. That was 
the same for all the readers.

There was a surprise in the middle of 
our Advent Prayer Service. Year 6 had 
a little dance around the Christmas 
tree and we had merry music with our 
Santa hats, tinsel, Christmas 
decorations and we pretended to give 
out small wrapped presents just to add 
that extra bit of Christmas Spirit. 

Of course there are a few people to 
thank and if they didn�t help I don�t 
think it would have been as good as it 
was. They are all of our P6 teachers, 
Mr Matthews, Mrs Toner, Miss 
McAauley and Mrs Lawlor; and  also of 
course our wonderful audience for 
attending our year 6 Prayer Service. It 
was great fun and it was a thrill to do!!! 
Have a wonderful Christmas. Thank you.                                         

By Anna Donnelly 

Preparing for Christmas day and 
Christmas Eve!!!!

It is now getting very close to Christmas 
and everyone has to prepare things for the 
Special day. We usually put up Christmas 
trees, decorations and also we may watch 
some Christmas movies.

We like giving presents to our loved ones 
and our friends so we are very busy 
wrapping them. But for one moment we 
need to stop and think of the birth of the 
Lord Jesus.

Sometimes close to Christmas we like to
spend sometime with our family.  We 
usually go drives together, play in the 
snow and go and see Santa together but 
also sometimes we may have to go to the 
supermarket for Christmas dinner and 
Christmas pudding.

On Christmas day we usually go to mass 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Sometimes 
it�s usually snowing on Christmas day so 
we like to play in the snow but most of all 
while we are having fun we need to think 
about people who can�t spend time with 
their families.

Mums like to buy Christmas clothes and 
shoes for us kids so we get all excited and 
wonder what we are getting. Sometimes it 
may be very annoying everything you 
have to try on in the shops because it can 
be very warm.

In Crumlin main street on the 3rd

December the lights were turned on. The 
choir and the senior choir sang at the 
lights. The lord mayor and two people out 
of  St. Josephs Ciara and Sean and two 
people out of the Irish school turned them 
on.                                      

By Megan Russell P6 Mr.McCarthy






























































