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Eoin and Laura Snap Up the Prizes!

Our two Year 7 pupils snapped up top prizes after entering the Youth 
Justice Agency�s recent photographic competition. The children were 
asked to portray their ideas on what respect meant to them. Laura�s 
winning design focused on respect for the environment whilst Eoin�s 
depicted that without respect family life could be shattered. 
Along with their parents, Mrs Toner and Mr McMullan the talented 
photographers were invited to an exciting Prize Giving Ceremony at 
Hillsborough Castle. After a lovely lunch in the state dining room the 
children were presented with a state of the art digital camera each 
and �100 for the school. The presentations were made by Actor Dan 
Gordan, most famous for his role of Red Hand Luke in Give My Head 
Peace. To finish a lovely afternoon in style they all enjoyed a wonderful 
tour of the lavish castle. 

Laura Brennan, Dan Gordan and Eoin Daly at the Awards Ceremony at 
Hillsborough Castle.



St Joseph�s Primary and Nursery School Crumlin were awarded the NI EFQM Quality Award at a 
glittering ceremony held in the Ramada Hotel Belfast in January. The Northern Ireland Quality 
Awards measure Northern Ireland�s private, public and voluntary organisations against the globally 

recognised European Foundation for Quality Management 
(EFQM) Excellence Model. Various levels of recognition are 
presented with St Joseph�s achieving the top award!

Mrs Wegwermer, accepted the award on behalf of the school 
community and said, �Striving for excellence requires a 
dedicated team effort by everyone associated with the school. It is 
the dedication, commitment, enthusiasm and sheer hard work that 
help establish an ethos and culture where high expectations are 
the norm.  Our parents deserve great credit for sharing and 
supporting the school in the education of their children. I am 
really delighted that the work of so many is recognised by this 
achievement.�

Involvement in the EFQM Excellence model has brought many 
benefits to our school.  We have developed a strategic approach 

to managing and measuring our improvements and have developed as a high-performing organisation. 
It has helped us identify key areas for improvement, set specific targets and measure our success. It 
broadened our outlook in terms of seeking improvements for our pupils, parents, staff, partners and the 
wider community we serve. 

Links with other organisations provided us with the opportunity to benchmark and develop a more 
creative approach to delivering our key processes.

Our mission is to �Nurture all individuals in their life-long journey to achieve their full and unique 
potential.� The model provided the framework to achieve excellence throughout the school.  Achieving 
the NI Quality Award has confirmed our culture of excellence and our drive to provide an ever 
improving service to the community.



Thursday 25th March saw the year 3 children take another journey of faith when 
they made their First Confession.  It was a very memorable occasion for the 
children, parents and teachers alike.  Everyone commented on how well the children 
sang and how beautifully adorned the church was with the children�s work.  On 
Friday in school the children celebrated their Sacrament with cake, crisps and 
juice.  

On Thursday night 25th March 
I made my First Confession.  I 
was feeling scared then at the 
end I was feeling Holy.  We 
said sorry to God for the times 
when we did not show love.  We 
made it in Mater Dei.  There 
were four priests to help us 
make our first confession.  We 
got Fr. Brendan.  I sat beside 
Ryan and Danna.  We sang 
The Lost Sheep, Christ is my 
Light, I am Sorry and God 
wraps us in his love each day.

By Danny Molloy P3

On Thursday night the 25th March the 
P3�s all made their First Confession.  I 
went to Fr. Brendan for confession.  It 
was in mater Dei Chapel.  I sang Christ 
is my Light and God wraps us in his 
love and I�m Sorry.  Some P3�s went to 
a wilderness which Miss McAuley set 
up.  At the end I felt different and 
happy at the same time.

By Ryan McCarthy P3

On Thursday night the 25th

March I made my First 
Confession in Mater Dei 
Chapel.  The P3�s sang God 
loves us and the Lost Sheep.  
It was on at 7.00 pm and over 
at 8.00 pm.  Fr. Brendan read 
the story of the Lost Sheep 
and after we went up to the 
altar to say our confession.  I 
went to Fr. Brendan.  I was 
nervous and scared.  When I 
went to my mummy and 
daddy I gave them a big hug.

By Katie McNama P3

Thursday night 25th March we made 
our First Confession at Mater Dei 
Chapel.  We had to go up to the priest to 
say our bad sins.  Mr McGrattan and 
my mummy and daddy were there.  
When it was over I felt happy and 
holy.  We sang and I played the 
triangle.  My best song was The Lost 
Sheep.  I went to Fr. O�Brien to say the 
bad things I had done.

By Eimear Feeney P3



St Joseph�s Got Talent Stars


















































